a [4 


ONE Crag DID ART, OOTY 
7 n a 

* * 70 rn 0 META 4 | 
| =" 


n 2 
\ N 
2 


— 


— — * * 


I 


N ZAC 


— — — —— 


8 


FN 


NL 


: * 


Preach'd on the Deceaſe of 


| 
k 
9 
5 
5 
g 
0 
x 
| 
| 


1 
- 


* 


' Ph . 


' 1 2 1 
* « „„ | bay 
Aton. 
| * 8 0 „ * 


1 


* 


4 . 4 4 
F 


, Miniſter af tte Foſpel, 


* 
: 


* Q 
Rr 


* 1 4 * S 
N » 4 i 6 GS 3 is 
7 : 4 8 . * "% 
0 . -* .* 
' P E 4 4 
4 
0 YI : 
A \ "als 5 
[3 
\ * 
s 9 * 
* 2 7 * % 
WT .# : N . 
* ; "44 k TEN 
= % 
in Gs — — —_—_— —— — —k — Sr — —Zꝛů—ẽ—ÿ —᷑ ——— — —w# 
0 N 2 


L 4 5 ; 3 333 n * * s 
: . 9 - — — * "I 5 = WS FE. S- # Fed 


* — 08> 
* 8 K. „„ „ 


"i - - 1 
0 1 Fg * 24 
P — E : — \ 
5 - 2 , . . # 
* P's — 1 
5 „ N 
* . . 1 - — 
5 G * 
£ I 
% F * 
— d N 
» 
y » 8 | · ͤ[·[ô 
Y % — 
5 4 8 bo 7 
3 
4 
- E RY $ A 
. —— 
* 
- nd * % 
4 ; e OO 
> * * ” > 
' F 4 EF 
© » 
" 2 . 
- 8 4 ; we © 
5 
SA , \ 
1 ; 0 7 ; 
% * 2 


* 


— 


- 
- 


* 
wot * 99 * 


7 


3 Bed Ws : 2 4 
« ' } 
- - n x 7 8 
4 2 * 4 F ” - 
LY " — 
* 
— od ** P 
» * 
* = 
a 
* ” — 
. : ” as * 4 « * ” 
—— . % * * 9 , . . 
Fig % 
* — 
- — - * 


=y * 
. 
* * * * 2 
N = 8 ” 64227 * 7 S - Y th TR — nnen 1 *% v7 A ay. N — 2 * Vece. * % 


* * : % OY 
* LY - - IO» 4 n 
BY . 2 


. . 
© 34 


n 
4 


—— —̃ — — 


» 

* 

3 „ - 
- ad * 
A 4 & 
* * 
8 » 

: . 1 
*T ® — 

* a 


* Wet 
0 * 

» 9 * - 
8. U 4 
* 
5 12 
3 : 

* 

1 b 
y ". 
8. a ** *. os: 


4b 


* 
8 ** 
2 $ . 
* 
* 
i 
* 
2 
% 
bd . 
, + * 
2 
* * 
N U 
** 
} 
— . oy 
oy 
” 
* F we 
* . 
. 


* ; * 8289 * 


1 Theſſ. IV. 13. 
Bub I would not have you to be ignorant; 


_ Brethren, concerning them which are 
| aſleep, that ye farrow not even as. 0+ 


tbers which have no hope. 


T is moſt certain, that when it pleaſes the Divine 
Being to "ſend | Death , that Enemy to Nature, 
to rend and tear from us our neareſt and deareſt 
Relations, i it occaſions very great Grief and Sorrow, ex- 

erience evidences this pla nly to us; and indeed thoſe 
that are not affected at this, muſt be laid to be without 


natural. ande 3 and the more uſeful our Relations 
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2 An Antidote againſl 


have been to us, that are torn away from us by that 


grim Meſſenger, the greater cauſe we have of Sorrow; 


how can we forbear to Mourn when thoſe are taken 


from us that were the greateſt Comforts of our Lives, 


that took Care of us both for Body and Soul, that ſet 


us a Pattern of Holineſs, that inftructed us in the way 
to Heaven, and, that next to God, were our greateſt 
Supports: To fee theſe no more in our Families, that 
we could never bear to be long abſent from, to have 


no more of their pleaſing Company, ta hear no more 
of their holy Diſcourſe, to have no more of their ear- 
neſt and pious Requeſts to Heaven for us, to enjoy no 


more theſe dear Comforts of Life, muſt needs be a ve- 
ry cutting thing and wound us very deep: And, indeed 
we might well be charged with Stupidity, if we were 
not:concern'd at the loſs of ſuch: But yet, notwith- 
ſtanding, we ought to moderate our Sorrow in this 
caſe, and carefully look to it, that our Grief exceed not 
its due Bounds, which is the deſign of the Apoſtle in 
the Text, We ſbould not ſorrow as thoſe that have no 
hope, for them that fleep in Chriſt. q. d. I do not con- 
demn your ſorrowing, for the loſs of your pious Re- 
{ations and Friends, but. take heed that you are not 


exceſſive in it, to Mourn. for the Dead, eſpecially, 
thoſe that die in the Lord, is a Duty that both Nature 
and Grace doth teach, but to ſorrow immoderately for 


them is an evil, and very unbecoming a Chiſtian. 


Fid. Pool in Now in Order to relieve us againſt im- 


a8 moderate Sorrow z he aſſerts two things, 
1. That the Death of the Saints is but a Sleep, . d. 
don't indulge an immoderate Sorrow for the Saints de- 


parted, for they are but gone to reſt in the Bed of the 


Grave 4 
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in your Sorrow, if you are, it 


2. There is hope in their Death, there is hope con- 


cerning their happy State, their Souls are gone to a far 


better ſtate and place than this, even to unſpeakable 
and eternal Pelicities and Glories, and there is hope of 
their Refurrection too, as to them Bodies; it is an un- 
doubted Truth that they hall riſe again, ſo that you 
have hope of ſeeing of em again, in the bright Mor- 
ning of the Reſurrection: And then you will {ee dem 


too, in a more excellent State than ever you ſaw em here, 


and probably you ſhall ſo ſee em as to 5 
know 'em, and therefore ſorrow not immo- ver. 14. 
derately for ſuch as die in Jeſus, For if we 
believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo. 


that ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him: Their Uni- 
on remains with Chriſt, even in Death, and as certain 


as Chriſt is riſen and will come again, ſo will he brin 
the Spirits of jult Men made perfect in Heaven With 
him, and unite them to their raiſed Bodies, and they: 


ſhall. be for ever with Chriſt in his Kingdom and 


Glory. | 
2 Text, then, offers to- us this comfortable Ob- 
ſer vation. . 72 3 


That we ought not to allow, nor indulge an immoderate 


Sorrom for the loſs of our pious Relations and Friendt, 


that are taken away from us by Death. 
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In the management of this Paint, 1 ſhall ſhew you, 


I. That there is a Sorrow allow'd in this Caſe. 1 
II. Why we are allow d to Sorrow upon this Account: 


III. When our Sorrow is immoderate, and fuch as it 
| ſhould not be. =» 


IV. Give you a Confirmation of the Point, and in 


the Laſt Place briefly Apply it. 


; Firſt, Then, to ſhow you that there is a.Sarrow: that 
 15allow?d: in this Caſe: This is plain in the Text, for the: 


Apoſtle! does not condemn their Sorrow, but the ex- 


ceſs of it: Grace, as one ſays, deſtroys not Nature, but. 


regulates it, nor Reaſon, but. rectifies it, nor takes away 


the Affections, but moderates them; we do certainly: _ 
owe a Debt of tears. to our departed. Relations and 


Friends, and we ſhall find in Scripture that the beſt of” 
Men, have ſorrow'd for thoſe that God took 
Gen 23. away. from em by Death:; thus Abraham 


67150 mourned for his Wife, and. Joſeph-for His Fa- 
ther, and the frazlires for Meſes; yea, Chriſt 
himſelf, who had no ſin, wept. at the Grave 


| Dent. 34. 8. 
Fall. 11. 25 


of Laras: By which it is plain, that there is a Sorrow: 
allow'd.in this'Caſe, and that mourning for: the loſs of 
our departed Relations and Friends, is not in it ſelf ſinful. 


' Secondly, Let me now fhew you, Why we are al- 


lowꝰd to Sorrow upon this Account. 

r. Becauſe it ſhews our Love to our departed Rela- 
tions and Friends, for Love ſhews it ſelf, not only in a 
complaiſance in the Object beloved, while we enjoy it, 
but alſo in a Grief for it when we are depriv'd of it; 
thus the Jems concluded, that Chriſt had à very great 


Love 


| 


Love for Lacarus, by his ſorrow and mour- 


ning at his Grave 3 not but that there may Fob, 1. 2 


be many tears and ſeeming ſorrow, where 3 
there is no hearty love, but . not- 
withſtanding, Sorrow and Grief for our Relations and 
Friends, that are taken from us by Death, muſt- be 
3 to be an Evidence of the Love we had for 
them 
2. Becauſe to mourn for the Dead, eſpecial thoſe 
that die in Chriſt, is a Duty that both N ature and Grace 
doth teach, Thoſe that are not at all concert d for 
ſuch, may be well ſaid to be without natural Affecti- 
on, and not to mourn for pious Perſons is a ſign of a 
graceleſs Heart, and tis to be obſer vd how e God 
reproves the negle& of this Duty, The — 
reous periſpeth, and no man lajeth it to heart, 

d. it is a very great Evil not to grieve. *_ 
for the loſs of ſuch ; and *tis alſo to be oblervd, that 
ro die unlamented is reckon'd as a Curſe. 

3. In the laſt place, We are allow d to grieve upen 
this Account, becauſe it argues We have; & indeed we 
ought, a due Senſe of the ſoſs of fuch* upon bur Spi- 
Tits ; not only as they were uſeful to us as\the things uf 


the World; and our Well. being here, which 'isallowa- __ 


ble in its due 8 but more eſpecially as they were 
uſeful to us upon a ſpiritual Account, in inftruQtiog of us 

in the things of Gd, in incouraging and helping of us 
forward in Shs way. to: Heaven ; it's' a good Sign that 
we are truly ſenſible what a loſs the Church. — the 


World, as well as our ſelves, has ſuſtain d by the Death 


of ſuch, for Po Perſons are publick Bleſſings, But 


though "for 
Siven; We are allow'd to. grieve for the loſs- o thoſe 


E 2 Sorrow: F 


eſe, and other Reaſons that miglit be 
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that are | Fious and Good ; yet- we muſt not be'i immo- 1 0 
erate, nor exceſhye 1 in our. Sorrow. | And therefore, | _— 


Thirdly, Let me ſhew: you when, ,oux Sorrow © in e 
Caſe. is immoderate, and yo h as it ſhould. nat. Be; f 
1. Then our. Sorrow may be immoderate: a8 to Lo 4+ 1 
| time, When we ſpend all, or the greateſt part of our | | 
time in Sorrow upon this Account, it is then am; oof EY | 
rate mw ere z it is ohſervable in Scripture, That 
REP: for, the. beſt of Men they, mourned, but a 
& Dowd 24 es ew days 3 Joſephs mourning time for his ] 
Father was but ſeven days, and for Moſes En” 
that eminent Servant of God, they mourned but ir- EE 
ty. da 0 indeed we have no exact. time ſet us in Scrip- 
ture for mourning upon this Account, but by theſe In. 
ſtances it's evident, We ſhould moderate our Sor OW As -_ | 
4. . 
. Our Sorrow. is immoderate and exceſſive,” when 
thereby we unfit our ſelves, for the Duties incumbent 
upon us in our Places and Callings ; when we ſo grieve 
as to incapacitate our ſelves for thoſe lawſul Employments 
God has call'd us to, in which, with his Bleffing, we are 
to provide for our ſelves and Families, our Sorrow is 
then ſuch as it ſhould not be, for he that does not pro- | 
| vide for his Family is worſe than an Infidet ; & 
1 Tim. 5.8. God, it may be, has taken thoſe from you 
ih that did carefully do this, and have left bun 
to do it in their ſtead, if you then ſo indulge Sorrow, as Tn 
| -e7h your ſelves for this you are guilty of a very great 
Evil. 


Our Sot rrow i is immoder ate and ex xceſſtve, when V 
we thereby unfit our ſelves for our Duty to God; as 


e hearing the Word, mo. Godd does never mr 
* 


Exceſſive Sorrow. 7 
by this Affliction df removing your Relations and Friends, 


to drive you farther from him, but to draw you nearer 


to him, to quicken you to Duty, and to make you 


more diligent therein; now when you, inſtead of im- 
proving it this way, negle& your Duty to God, you are 


exceſſive in your Grief; nay, by ſo doing you break 
God's Commands, hinder the benefit of your own Souls, 
and the Souls of others, and do in effect ſay to God, 
ſince thou haſt taken away =- Relations from me I will 

ſerve thee no longer; indeed T grant that at firſt, thro? 
our Frailty, we- are often ſo overcome with Grief, that 
we can't get our Minds into any ſuitable Frame for 
Duties, which a merciful God wilt over-look, but fo to 


indulge Sorrow, as to continue the Omiſſion of known, 


and required Duties, 'is what ought not to be. 

4. When we deny our ſelves the means, for the 
preſervation-of Health-an Life, as Food and Phyſick, our 
Sorrow is then ſuch as ir ſhould not be: Some when 
God takes away their Relations, will refuſe their neceſ- 
fary Food, ſuch are exceſſive in their Sorrow and of- 


fend God: You know tis our incumbent Duty, to uſe 


theſe means for the preſervation of Life and Health; and 


if we do not, we may make our ſelves guilty of the 


Sin of Self-murder ; it does alſo look as if we were 
angry with God, and difpleas'd with this Diſpenſation 


of Providence; when you know, that in all things we 


ſhould quietly ſubmit to his Will. And here I can't 


but commend to you the Practice of holy David in a 


like Caſe, as worthy your Obſervation and 
Imitation, the Scope of which is this, 5% 
While Davids Child was ſick, he pray d 
and faſted, that if the Lord pleas d it might be re- 
ſtor'd to him, but when | 
„ B - appears 
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2 Sam. 12.15. 


us Child was Dead, he then 


e 


appears ſatisfy d, throws off his former Trouble, and 


Severity to himſelf, and eats and drinks as before: In- 
deed while the hand of God is upon our Relations, we 


ought to be earneſt with God for 'em, that they may be 


and alſo, to humble 


reſtor'd to us, if it be his Will; 
xhalf is our Duty, but 


our ſelves before God on their 
when the Lord has remov'd en 
Duty, to ſhow our Submiſſion to his Will, by mode- 
rating our Sorrow, and te 
our Health, and lives b 
has appointed in order thereunto: And indeed the rea- 


ſon that David: gives for this is a 0 conſiderable one, 


in 23d. Ver. I ſhall go to him, but he ſhall not return gain 


unto me : By all our Grief, and denying our ſelves the 
Supports and Comforts of Life, we can't bring them 
back from the Grave, therefore to be exceſſive in cur 


N 98 - * . \ | 
Sorrow, or crudt to our ſelves is a vain Thing; you 
ſhall go to them, but they ſhall not return again to 


vou. | 


5. And in the laſt Place, when we ſo grieve, 450% 


refuſe the Comforts God and his Saints give and ofſer 


to us, our Sorrow is immoderate and exceſſive. The 
blefled God has ſtor d his Word with comfortable Cor- 
dials for us in ſuch a Cafe, which he expects we ſhouid 
taketo allay our Grief, the Saints Will, as opportunity of. 


fers, endeavour to Comfort you, by exhorting and per- 
ſwading vou to ſubmit to the Divine Will, to endea- 


vour to get ſuch Diſpenſations ſanctified, to ſet. that 


Dare for the preſer vation of 
a due uſe of thoſe means God 


from us, it is then out 


* 


Love upon God, you ſet upon thoſe he has taken from 


you, and to beware of immoderate ſinful Sorrow, and 


of a murmuring Spirit; now ſo to Grieve, as to turn a 
deaf Ear to ſuch ſeaſonable and wholſome Advice, is 


not only unbecoming, but ſinful too. a . 
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him. | "= 
3. We deprive our ſelves of thoſe Advantages, that 
a goo 

The Lord by theſe and other Chaſtiſetments intends us 


good, as to ſhow us the Vanity of the Creature, to 
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I proceed now to the Fourth Thing, which is the 
Confirmation of the Doctrine, that we ought not to 


allow, nor indulge an immoderate Sorrow, for the loſs 
of our pious Relations and Friends, that are taken 


* al 


away from us by Death. 


1. If we do, we betray our Faith and Hope. We 


do, or at !eaſt ought, as we are Chriſtians to believe, 
that the Saints are Happy after Death: Now by an 
- immoderate Grief, we betray our Faith and Hope too 
in this Matter; and do, by an exceſſive Sorrow, inti- 

mate, that we Queſtion their Ha 


| ones which we 
can't but be ſenſible is a very great Evil. 

2. It tends to the diſhonour of God. God in this 
Affliction deals with you as a Father, and you know 


that Chriſtians, yea Heathens expreſs Reſpect and Sub- 
miſſion to their Parents that correct them, tho? their Cor- 
rections may, ſometimes be ſevere, and tis infinitely 
more juſt and reaſonable, that we ſhould ſubmit to the 
Father of Spirits, who has the higheſt Right in us, 


when he corrects us; and if we do not, we certainly 


very much diſhonour our heavenly Father, foraſmuch 


as we do by this declare, that we count him harſh and 


ſevere, cruel and unmetciful, arid is not this, do you 
think a diſhonour to him? As a quiet, calm Submiſſi- 
on to his Will tends to the Honour of God, fo an ex- 


ceſſive and immoderate Grief does much diſhonour 


f d God intends us by ſuch afflicting Diſpenſations. 
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to An Antidote againſi 


humble us for Sin, to wean us from the World, to ex- 
erciſe our Graces, and to purge us from our droſs; but 
when. we indulge an immoderate Grief, we hinder our 


ſelves from theſe Advantages, putting our Souls ſo out 


of frame, by poring upon our preſent loſs, that we 
can't look up to God, nor take in theſe Benefits he gra- 


cioully deſigns us. 


4. It alſo argues want of Love to Ged.. When we 
are exceſſive in our Grief for our pious Relations and 


Friends, that God has taken from us by Death; what 


is it but in effect to ſay, the ſole Object of my Love 
is gone, I can't Love any like thoſe, Death has ſnatch'd 
from me, my choiceſt and chiefeſt good is gone: Moſt 
certain it is, that this is the Language of an immode- 


rate Grief, for if God be lov'd above and beyond all, as 


he ought to be; if in having him, we count that we 
have all that is worth the having; then certainly, to 


indulge an immoderate Sorrow, for the loſs of Crea- 


ture: Comſorts; muſt intimate, that we don't ſo Love 
- Gad; if we did, we ſhould not grieve immoderately, 
nor ſuffer our Sorrow, in this caſe, to exceed its due 


bounds. + - . 1 8 . | 
5. We ought not to indulge an immoderate Sorrow, 


becauſe if we do, we take the ready way to provoke __ 
God to ſcourge us more ſeyerely. He has taken one 


or two Relations from you, but ſhould you continue 
in this Sin of indulging an. immoderate Grief for them, 


and not ſubmit to his will quietly, and as you ought 


to do, he may take away another, and another, till he 
has leſt you quite deſtitute of ſuch Comforts. If you- 


HS ſhould thus continue fo wall contrary to God, 
Ter. 36. 23, he may Alſo, wall comrary to you, and puniſh*. 
you get ſeven Times more for your Sin: When 


he 


24% 


1 


Exceſſide Sorrow. 11 
he ſees we will not be fatisfy'd with his Will, we may: 
cauſe God who is righteous in all his Ways, to deal. 
more ſeverely. with us, and to make greater breaches 
UPON us. EET. | „ 
6. And in the Laſt Place. We unfit our ſelves for 
our Duty we owe to God, if we give way: to exceſſive 
Grief, and. therefore we ſhould not do it. Your own- 
Experience may convince you, how much immoderate: 
Grief unhinges the Soul, how does it u, fit us for both 
public and private Duties: As holy Joy. makes the 
Soul free and cheerful in the performance of Duties, ſo 
exceſſive. Sorrow makes it heavy and dull, yea, makes 
us many times, wholly omit Duty. Now do but 
weigh theſe Things ſeriouſly, and certainly you will 
ſee this Truth ſtand in its clear Light: That we ought 
not to allow, nor indulge an immoderate Sorrow for 

the loſs of our Relations or Friends; eſpecially, for thoſe: - 


_ Having finiſh'd what I promis'd you, as to the Do- 
Ctrinal Part. Let me now proceed to make. ſome Ap= 
plication. . „ 


Firſt, Let thoſe that have fuſtain'd the loſs of pious 
Relations, learn to moderate their Grief. Tis true to 
conſider, that ſuch dear Comforts are taken from you, 
and fo taken away, as to return to you no more, is a 
cutting Thought; but yet for all this, Sorrow not, as 
thoſe that have no Hope, and that for theſe following 
Reaſons, which I beſeech you weigh ſeriouſſr. 
1. All your Tears as to them are in vain. All your 
Sorrow will. not cauſe a Spring in the Grave, if you 
weep flouds and rivers of Tears, you cant . 
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12 An Antidote againſt 
back again; now what Folly is it in us to be immo- 
derate in our Grief, for that which can't be obtain d: 


Conſider, all your Tears upon this Account are un- 


profitable: We may, as one ſays very well, lawfully 
drop ſome Tears over the Graves of our departed Re- 
lations and Friends 3 but we ought not to bury our 


ſelves alive, nor render our ſelves unſerviceable to God 


by exceſs of Grief, knowing that by all our Tears we 
cannot make thoſe lovely Plants to grow again. 


2. To give way to exceſſive Sorrow upon this Ac- 


count, is to contradict your own Prayers. Have you 
not often pray'd, that theſe your Relations and Friends 
might go to Heaven? Why then are you immoderate 


in your Grief, when tis no otherwiſe than what you 


have pray'd for upon their Account, only youll ſay 
they are gone too ſoon, and that's the Cauſe of your 
Grief: Why conſider, *tis not too ſoon, for can ours or 


our ſelves be Happy too ſoon ; nay further, *twas cer- 


. tainly time they were remov'd from you, for God with- 
out all Queſtion ſaw they were ripe for Heaven, -they 
had finiſhed the Work he gave em to do, and fo he 
took em to himſelf, they liv'd their appointed time, 
and therefore *twas not too ſoon : How often do you 


ſay God's time is beſt, O then ſubmit! And don't by 


an immoderate Grief, contradict your own Prayers. 


3. Conſider, how much better tis with them above, 
than when they were with you below. When they- 


were here, you ſaw 'em often in Pain and Mifery, you 
often heard em complain of many and great Burthens ; 
but now. they are wholly freed from all Pains, and 


from all things that may give any ground of Complaint; - 
they enjoy an uninterrupted eaſe and quiet: Now will 
you grieve when they are happy? How glad were you 
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to ſee em in Eaſe and Peace, and as Happy as they 
might be, while here, and will you Grieve, becauſe 
now they are perfectly Happy and Bleſſed? You ſhould” 

now dry up your Eyes, ſince God has wi- be, „ 
ped away all Tears from theirs; and has 


taken em to that bleſſed Place, where they ſhall die no 


more, neither undergo any more ſorrow, nor crying, nor 
any more Pain: Was it not a Joy to you, to ſee their 
State any way better'd, while here, and ſhall it not put a 
ſtop to your Grief, that now ?tis as well with 'em as 
can be deſired. Methinks this thought ſhould allay 
your Grief, and mitigate your Sorrow. 


4. Conſider, that you and they will meet again; 


though you are parted, tis not for ever, you ſhall meet 


again, not by their return to you, but by your going 
unto. them, and your meeting, as one very 1, wit 


well obſerves, ſhall be in another manner fer. 


than now 3 ; your parting, ſays nem 
indeed is ſorrowful, and attended with a great deal of 


Hitterneſs and Exerciſe, What by dying Agonies on one 


ſide, and what by cutting Refentments on the other; 


but the Comfort of your meering will infinitely coun- 


tervail the Sorrow of your parting; you part, ſays he, 
in the vile Rags of periſhing Mortality, but your meet- 
ing will be in the royal Robes. of immortal Holineſs | 


and Glory, you part in Tears and Fears, and Com- 


plaints and Sorrows ; but you meet again Wich ever- 
verlaſting Joy upon your Heads, with all Tears-wip'd 


from your Eyes, and all Fears baniſh'd from your 


Hearts; never to Sin, never to Sorrow any more, O tri- 


umphant Meeting, how reviving ſhould the thouglits of 


it be to us, now, if the Saints fer the Joys of meeting 
againſt all the afflictive Circumſtances of parting; cer. 
tainly it muſt afford Comfort. — 


ve Sorrow. 7 
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14 An Antidote againſt 
5. We ſhould not Sorrow as thoſe that | 
have no hope, becauſe the) are taken away 
from the evil to come. God knows what we that are 
left behind may live to ſee, we may live to ſee diſmal 
Times, and heavy Judgments; he that ſeriouſſy conſi- 
ders the crying Sins of the Land, and the Luke warm- 5 
neſs of the Churches of Chriſt, may well conclude, 5 
That ſome heavy and ſevere Strokes of God s anger = 
. are coming down upon us : And ſhould it not allay our 
Grief, that our pious Relations and Friends are taken 
away from theſe Evils ; they have finiſhed their Courſe, 
and are gone to everlaſting Reſt, while we are left be- 
-hind, and muſt for ought we know, bear the Burden and 
eat of the Day. It is an Obſervation of a great Di- 
vine, That God oftentimes removes ſome of his moſt __ 
precious Saints, not long before ſome eminent Judge _ os 
ment cpmes upon that Place and People, where they =; 
reſided while on Earth: Methuſeluh died but a little 
before God deſtroy'd the whole World by the Flood; 
and 'tis ſaid, That St. Auſtin died but a little time be- 
fore the ſacking of Hippo, of which he was Biſhop, 
and the great Luther not long before the Wars broke 
forth in Germazy : When God 1s taking off his dear 
People apace, it looks as if his Judgments were nigh at 8 
| hand: This thought ſhould mitigate our Sorrow, tat 
F while we are left below to many approaching Storms „ 


Ila. 57. 5 1. 


and Tempeſts, our pious Friends are taken away from 
them; methinks we ſhould be ſo far from exceffive 
5 Grief upon this Account; that we ſhould rather re- 
15 joyce and bleſs God, that he has ſecur'd thoſe whom 
1 we ſo dearly lov'd from all Harms and Evils to come, 
and rather wiſh our ſelves with them, than that they 
ſhould be again with us: Inſtead of giving way to 
L 1 immo- 


eee uh 
immoderate Sorrow we ſhould rejoyce, that they are 
at Reſt and Peace for ever. —_ 
Finally, let us not indulge an immoderate Sorrow 
upon this Account, becauſe we knew they mult die; 


you could not but know, that they muſt be taken from 
you, or you from them in a little time, it is appointed 


to Men once to die, if it were a ſtrange and unuſual 
thing, then indeed you might have ſomething to ſay for 
your ſelves in this Matter, but ſince it is a thing that 
you knew would be, and have it every day confirm'd 
by many Inſtances, certainly this ſhould allay your Grief: 


A Heathen cou'd ſay, when News were brought him 
of the Death of his Son, Sciebam me mortalem genuiſſe, 


I knew I begat one that muſt die, ſo you know, that 


you enjoy'd ſuch Relations, ſuch Friends as muſt die; 
and therefore to grieve immoderately for the loſs of thoſe 
that we knew we ſhould not long enjoy, is fooliſh and 

ridiculous. N 


Give me leave in the laſt Place, to ſpeak a few Words 


' to'the Ungodly : You may, by the Scope of my Diſ- 
. courſe perceive how happy it is with thoſe that die in 


the Lord, that ſleep in Jeſus, their Souls go to the Lord 
ſo ſoon as ever they go out of theſe Cages of Clay their 
earthly Bodies, and their Bodies being united to their 
Redeemer, ſhall be raiſed and glorified ; the Souls and 
Bodies of the Saints {hall be united, and dwell together 

in Glory for ever: But as for you, if you die in your 
Sins, you muſt be miſerable for ever, think tt. 18. . 


of that place, Except ye be converted, ye ſhall. 

not enter into the Kjngdom of Heaven; now conſiders 

Who it is that declares this, it is the bleſſed Jeſus, he 
that is Truth it ſelf and cannot lie; therefore: I beſeech 
ydu, as you tender the Welfare of your precious Souls, 
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16 An Antidote againſt 


beg that God would enable you to turn from your fins 


to him, and pray defer it no longer; for you are ſub- 
ject every moment to the ſtroke of Death, you are come 
hither for ought you know to keep your laſt Sabbath, and 


this Evening for ought you know, God may put a pe- 


riod to your days; Death may come this Night and lay 
his Icy hand upon you; if ſo, how much does it con- 
cern. you to repent and turn to God, and that now, left 
Death prevent you, and ye periſh in your fins. 


But your wicked Hearts it may be, are ready to re- 


ply, We have other Buſineſs to mind, we muſt mind 
our Callings; and ſometimes we muſt, and will grati- 
fie our Luſts, we have not ſo much time to ſpare as the 
Matters you talk off will take up. | 8 


To this let me anſwer, I don't intend to perſwade : 
you to leave, or ſinfully neglect your lawful Vocations, 


but to redeem ſome time for to mind Eternity, and pre- 
pare for it, which you may eaſily do, conſider that word, 
I 2 What is a man profited ; if he gain the whole 
ie bi Sit. 
2. As for your Luſts, you muſt, you ſay, gratifie 
them; alas poor Creatures, you ſpeak like Men be- 


reavd of your Reaſon, you muſt gratifie your Luſts; 


that is, as much as to ſay, we muſt work out our'own 
Ruin and Deſtruction ; we muſt ſpare time torget our 
ſelves in a readineſs for Hell, now what madneſs is 
ths, - :- | | „„ oa 

Therefore once more I heſeech you, be wiſe, and 


ſo conſider of your latter end, as to go immediately to 


God in his own appointed way and means, that you 
may come through Grace to be made. ſuch as we ſhould 
be, to be ſavingly converted; and then will your Rela- 
tions have cauſe not to Sorrow for you, when you come 


8 to 
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Exceſſive Sorrow. 17 
to die, as thoſe that have no Hope; but will have Hope 
in your Death, and Comfort, themſelves with this, that 
you were born again before you dy*d; and then too, you 
your ſelves will die wich Hope, and go from hence to 
Eternal Life, where you will dwell with God for ever- 


I ſnall now ſpeak ſomething concerning the Deceaſed, 
Mrs. Mary Milton, and her Daughter Mrs. Car ah Wilton ; 
it pleasꝰd God to take hoth away, as twere at once; 
the Child Sarah Wilton, dy'd the Firſt of Seprewb. 1706. 
and the Mother, the Seventh of the ſame Month: The 
Child was taken off in the morning of her Life, being 
not above 12 or 13 years of Age; the Was a Child that 
was very deſirable, in that though ſo young, there was 
the plain appearances of a Work of Grace upon her Soul; 
ſhe would often ſpeak of God, and the things of God 
with very great Seriouſneſs and Affection, and when 

| Perſons: pl young ſpeak the Language of Canaan, its a 
good · Sign they belong unto it; ſhe would often with 
great Grief and Concernedneſs, ſpeak of the Sin and 
Folly of other Children that gave themſelves to lying, 
and taking God's Name in vain, and would ſay to her 
Mother ſhe could not do ſo. She made Conſcience, tho 
ſo young of ſecret Prayer, and when the weakneſs of 
her Body was ſuch, that ſhe. could not kneel upon her 
Knees, the expreſs d her Concern and Trouble for it to 
her Father to this Purpoſe : Tis a great Trouble to me, 
that I can't perform my Duty to God as I uſed to do, 
but I hope the Lord will over-look my Infirmities, here 
was one very remarkable Expreſſion of this Childs, 
 Which-was this, not long before ſhe dy'd; her Mother 


. | askd her, if ſhe was willing to die, ſheanſwer'd,. Yes, 
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18 An Antidote againſt 
very willing; but ſays her Mother to her, if it were 4 
the Will of God to give you your choice either of 
Life or Death, which would you chooſe; to which 
ſhe made this wife and ſubmiſſive Anſwer, I would 
leave it to God to chooſe for me, his Will ſhall be 

mine, I ſubmit to his Will. 1 


And now methinks, I can't paſs over the Death of 
this pious Child, without giving ſome Advice to the 
Children and young Ones here preſent: Children, here's - 
| one ſnatch'd away by Death in her Minority, learn 
FE from this example Children to think'of Death, and to 
| prepare for it; you ſee by this Inſtance, you are not too 
Young to die: Death may ſeize you, as he did her in 
your- Minority, O therefore: prepare, get ready, beg. of 
1 God to pardon your Sins, to give you Grace, and an 
Intereſt in Chriſt! Live now, while young to God, that 
. made you come to Chriſt in the Morning of your Lives; 
EE then if you ſhould die Young, you will be happy for 
| ever; but O! How do Children and Young Perſons 
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. put Death far from em, they don't care to think of 
$ Death, nor to make ready for that Hour; but confider - 
” Children, I beſeech you as young as the youngeſt of _ 

. you in this Aſſembly has been cut off by Death, and 
are gone to the Grave, and uw turns may be next for 
ought you know); therefore 


ive in the. hourly ExpeQa- 
tion of your Change, and prepare for your Departure, E- 

for the time may be very near, that you may not, Chil- 3 

dren, when you die go down to Hell, but may by a 

due Improvement of your precious time, come througg 

the Grace and Mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus to be ha 

| py for ever: Mind I entreat you, what I ſay to you | 
pecially, the. Children that are Catechized here ever 
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E xceſide Sorrow. 19 
Lord's Day: She that is now Dead was one of your 


Company, and not long ſince ftood with you in that: 


Place where you now ſtand; now conſider, Children, 


Death has been among(t you, and has ſnatchd away 


one of you, you'll ſee her no more with you in that 
Place, one of you is already gone to the Grave, and in 
a little time Death may come for you. O therefore, 


my dear Children, conſider, Remember now your Creator 
in the Days of your Jouth, remember him ſo as to tear, 


love, and obey him; that if Death ſhould cut you off 
in the Morning of your Days, you may be fit for Hea- 


ven. You have, my dear Children put your ſelves to 
Chriſt's School, and 'tis my utmoft endeavour to make 


you underitand the great Truths of the Goſpelz Chil- 
dren, turn knowing into doing: You can tell me, 
what Tuſtification and Sanctification is, as you have 
learn'd by your Catechiſm ; but beg of God to give 
you to know what theſe are experimentally, then you'll 
xe happy indeed! Seek, ſeek the Lord for his Favour 
and Love, and you'll find him, He loves 1 


them that lot e him, and thoſe that ſeek him Prov. 8. 17. 
eatly ſhall find him. 


| Give me leave to take a little Notice of the Mother, 
Mrs. Mary Wilton, and I will conclude, ſhe dy'd very 
ſuddenly, ſhe was obſerv'd to be very well that Day 
that ſhe dy'd ; and was all the Day about Houſe en- 
gaged in her Buſineſs, as uſual; but in the Evening 
complain'd of a pain in her Stomach, fate down in her 
Chair, by the Fire, and dy'd immediately; O what 


manner of Perſons ought we to be, in all Holy Converſa- 
tion and Goadlineſs: O how watchful, how circumſpect! 


When we are nor ſure to live a Minute longer: She was, 


as I believe all that knew her will acknowledge, a very - 


humble. 
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| 0 An Antidote agarnſl __ 

[ humble ſerious Chriſtian, one whoſe: Converſation was 

. becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt s one that always kd 

and walked, as if ſhe did believe ſhe was every Mo- 

| ment ſubject to be atrefted by Death: This I muſt fay 

7 of her, that T always obſery'd, that ſhe would ſtul in 

1 her ordinary Diſcourſe, have ſomething ſavoury, ſome- 
[3 thing that was edifying: She kept very cloſe to God 

| in Duties both Publick and Private, never neglefting 
vl her Attendance upon God in Publick, if well and able - 


to come; and ſpent a great deal of time in Cloſet-Dv< 
ties, and in Prayer Two or Three Times a Day at leaſt: 
She took the Death of her Daughter with much Chri- 
ſtian Patience, and Submiſſion to the Will of God, and 
would fay ſometimes to her Husband, let us be 'pati- 
ent, and let us quietly ſubtnit to the Will of God; for 
we ſhall go to her, but ſte ſhall not return again to 
us: She was, in a word a tender Mother, a loving, 
faithful, and obedient Wife, a cordial Friend, and an 
humble Chriſtian : And tho? God was pleas'd to take 
her out of the World ſo ſuddenly, and to deny her that 
time of a lingring Sickneſs, which he is pleas d to grant 5 
to ſome; yet I verily believe, ſhe was ready for Dat; 
for as ſhe might ſay with the Apoſtle, For me to live s | 
- Chriſt, ſo we may conclude, that for her ro die, tho | 
ſuddenly was gain: But let us remember to make a due 9 
Improvement of this ſudden Death of our Friend to be 
always ready, we may not lie languiſhing upon a ſick . 
Bed, nor have thoſe plain Notices of Deaths approach 
as ſome have; but may be, as our Friend was cut 
down in a moment: O therefore! I befeech you think 
of this; Are any of you here unprepared, have you 
not turn'd to God, don't you know what it is to be 
born again: O then! Now, now, I beg of * 
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i» Exceſſive Sorrow: - 21 
for this, leſt it ſhould never be done, Death can cut 


thee off in thy Shop, as thou walkeft by the Way, or 


as thou ſitteſt in thy Houſe, or here before thou goeſt 


out of this Place. G therefore beg! Lord let me not die 


till I am pardon'd ; till I have made my Peace with 


thee : Don't live at that extravagant Rate as ſome of 
you have done in diſhonouring God, and neglecting the 
elfare of your precious Souls, but reform and return, 


1 


now, before it be too late. 


To conclude all: You that are the ſurviving Rela- 
tions of the Perſons Deceas d, I hope will manifeſt, 
that what I have ſaid to you on this Occaſion, and on 
this Subject, has had an influence upon your Heart: 
Let us ſee, that you can quietly ſubmit to the Divine 


Will, tho? the ſtroke has been ſo ſevere; let us ſee, That 


Joa do not Sorrow as thoſe that have no Hope, for theſe : 
your Relations, that fleep in Jeſus. Now may our 
good God help you, to make a {anttify'd Improvement 
f this Affliction, may you all walk as thoſe did that 
are taken from you; that is to ſay, humbly and cir- 


cumſpectly before the Lord; that fo, when you have 
finiſhed your Courſe, you may come to poſſeſs the pro- 
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miſed Reward; even Glory, Immortality, and Eternal 
Life; to enjoy God and Chriſt, Angels and Saints, and 
: your pious Relations among the reſt that are gone but 

a little before you in the Kingdom of your dear Saviour, 
which God grant to you, and to us all for Chriſt's » s- 

fake; Amen. n 4 8 
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